
2 PETER



AUTHOR & AUDIENCE
2 Peter 1:1
Simeon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ:
To those who have received a faith equal to ours 
through the righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 3:1
Dear friends, this is now the second letter I have 
written to you.

1 Peter 1:1-2
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ:
To those chosen, living as exiles dispersed abroad 
in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, chosen according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit, to be obedient and to be sprinkled with 
the blood of Jesus Christ.



2 PETER 3:1-2
Dear friends, this is now the second letter I have 
written to you; in both letters, I want to stir up your 
sincere understanding by way of reminder, 2 so that 
you recall the words previously spoken by the holy 
prophets and the command of our Lord and Savior 
given through your apostles.

THE MESSAGE



CHAPTER ONE:
Christians

A BOOK ABOUT PEOPLE

CHAPTER TWO: 
False Teachers

CHAPTER THREE: 
Scoffers



2 PETER 1:3-11
3 His divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness 
through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. 4 By these he has given us very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may share in the divine nature, escaping the 
corruption that is in the world because of evil desire. 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 
goodness, goodness with knowledge, 6 knowledge with self-control, self-
control with endurance, endurance with godliness, 7 godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 

8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep 
you from being useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9 The person who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and 
has forgotten the cleansing from his past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers and 
sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election, because if 
you do these things you will never stumble. 11 For in this way, entry into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly 
provided for you.



1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-7
If I speak human or angelic tongues but do not have love, I 
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of 
prophecy and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have all faith so that I can move mountains but do not 
have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give away all my 
possessions, and if I give over my body in order to boast but 
do not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not 
boastful, is not arrogant, 5 is not rude, is not self-seeking, is 
not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 Love 
finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. 7 It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.



12 Therefore I will always remind you about these things, 

even though you know them and are established in the 

truth you now have. 13 I think it is right, as long as I am 

in this bodily tent, to wake you up with a reminder, 14 

since I know that I will soon lay aside my tent, as our 

Lord Jesus Christ has indeed made clear to me. 15 And I 

will also make every effort so that you are able to recall 

these things at any time after my departure.

2 PETER 1:12-15



JOHN 21:18-19

18 “Truly I tell you, when you were younger, you 

would tie your belt and walk wherever you 

wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch 

out your hands and someone else will tie you and 

carry you where you don’t want to go.” 19 He 

said this to indicate by what kind of death Peter 

would glorify God. After saying this, he told him, 

“Follow me.”



CLEMENT OF ROME, 96 AD
Chapter Five
“Let us pass from ancient examples and come unto those 
who have in the times nearest to us, wrestled for the 
faith.

Let us take the noble examples of our own generation. 
Through jealousy and envy the greatest and most just 
pillars of the Church were persecuted and came even 
unto death.

Let us place before our eyes the good Apostles.

Peter, through unjust envy, endured not one or two but 
many labours, and at last, having delivered his 
testimony, departed unto the place of glory due to him.”



2 PETER 1:16-21
16 For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, 
we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the 
voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased!” 18 We ourselves heard 
this voice when it came from heaven while we were with him on the 
holy mountain.

19 We also have the prophetic word strongly confirmed, and you will 
do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until 
the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

20 Above all, you know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from 
the prophet’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came 
by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.



7 I will declare the LORD’s decree.
He said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.
8 Ask of me,
and I will make the nations your inheritance
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9 You will break them with an iron scepter;
you will shatter them like pottery.”
10 So now, kings, be wise;
receive instruction, you judges of the earth.
11 Serve the LORD with reverential awe
and rejoice with trembling.
12 Pay homage to the Son or he will be angry
and you will perish in your rebellion,
for his anger may ignite at any moment.
All who take refuge in him are happy.

PSALM 2:7-12

ISAIAH 42:1-4
“This is my servant; I strengthen him,
this is my chosen one; I delight in him.
I have put my Spirit on him;
he will bring justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry out or shout
or make his voice heard in the streets.
3 He will not break a bruised reed,
and he will not put out a smoldering wick;
he will faithfully bring justice.
4 He will not grow weak or be discouraged
until he has established justice on earth.
The coasts and islands will wait for his 
instruction.”



2 PETER 2:1-3

There were indeed false prophets among the people, just 
as there will be false teachers among you. They will 
bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on 
themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved ways, 
and the way of truth will be maligned because of them. 3 
They will exploit you in their greed with made-up 
stories. Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is 
not idle, and their destruction does not sleep.



2 PETER 2:4-10
4 For if God didn’t spare the angels who sinned but cast 
them into hell and delivered them in chains of utter 
darkness to be kept for judgment;
5 and if he didn’t spare the ancient world, but protected 
Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others, when 
he brought the flood on the world of the ungodly;

6 and if he reduced the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to 
ashes and condemned them to extinction, making them an 
example of what is coming to the ungodly; 7 and if he 
rescued righteous Lot, distressed by the depraved behavior 
of the immoral 8 (for as that righteous man lived among 
them day by day, his righteous soul was tormented by the 
lawless deeds he saw and heard)—

9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials 
and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day 
of judgment, 10 especially those who follow the polluting 
desires of the flesh and despise authority.



2 PETER 2:13-15
13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done.

They consider it a pleasure to carouse in broad daylight.

They are spots and blemishes,

delighting in their deceptions while they feast with you.
14 They have eyes full of adultery that never stop looking for 
sin. They seduce unstable people and have hearts trained in 
greed.

Children under a curse!
15 They have gone astray by abandoning the straight path and 
have followed the path of Balaam, the son of Bosor,

who loved the wages of wickedness



WHO IS
BALAAM?

• Balak hired Balaam to 
Curse the Israelites. 
[Numbers 22:4-6]

• Balaam could only speak 
the Word of God. He could 
not curse the Israelites; He 
could only bless them. 
[Numbers 22:12]



THE PATH OF BALAAM

Revelation 2:14 (To the Church in Pergamum):
But I have a few things against you. You have some there who 
hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a 
stumbling block in front of the Israelites: to eat meat sacrificed to 
idols and to commit sexual immorality.

Numbers 25:1-3, 9
While Israel was staying in the Acacia Grove, the people began to 
prostitute themselves with the women of Moab. 2 The women invited 
them to the sacrifices for their gods, and the people ate and bowed 
in worship to their gods. 3 So Israel aligned itself with Baal of 
Peor, and the LORD’s anger burned against Israel… those who died 
in the plague numbered twenty-four thousand.

Numbers 31:16
They are the ones who, at Balaam’s advice, incited the Israelites to 
unfaithfulness against the Lord in the Peor incident, so that the 
plague came against the Lord’s community.



2 PETER 2:17-22
17 These people are springs without water, mists driven by a storm. 
The gloom of darkness has been reserved for them. 18 For by uttering 
boastful, empty words, they seduce, with fleshly desires and 
debauchery, people who have barely escaped from those who live in 
error. 19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of 
corruption, since people are enslaved to whatever defeats them.

20 For if, having escaped the world’s impurity through the knowledge 
of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in these 
things and defeated, the last state is worse for them than the 
first. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the 
way of righteousness than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy 
command delivered to them. 22 It has happened to them according to 
the true proverb: A dog returns to its own vomit, and, “A washed sow 
returns to wallowing in the mud.”



2 Peter – Regarding the Christian Audience2 Peter 2:20-21 – On False Teachers

2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you through 
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

3 His divine power has given us everything required for 
life and godliness through the knowledge of him 
who called us by his own glory and goodness.

[2 Peter 1:2-3]

For if, having escaped the world’s impurity through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, they are again entangled in these things and 
defeated, the last state is worse for them than the first.

[2 Peter 2:20]

To those who have received a faith equal to ours 
through the righteousness of our God and 

Savior Jesus Christ.
[2 Peter 1:1]

21 For it would have been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness…

[2 Peter 2:21a]

I want to stir up your sincere understanding by way of 
reminder, 2 so that you recall … the command of our 

Lord and Savior given through your apostles.
[2 Peter 3:1-2]

than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy 
command delivered to them.

[2 Peter 2:21b]

A WARNING FOR ALL CHRISTIANS



2 PETER 3:3-9
3 Above all, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last 
days scoffing and following their own evil desires, 4 saying, 
“Where is his ‘coming’ that he promised? Ever since our 
ancestors fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since 
the beginning of creation.”
5 They deliberately overlook this: By the word of God the 
heavens came into being long ago and the earth was brought 
about from water and through water. 6 Through these the world of 
that time perished when it was flooded. 7 By the same word, the 
present heavens and earth are stored up for fire, being kept for the 
day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

8 Dear friends, don’t overlook this one fact: With the Lord one 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9 
The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay, 
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come 
to repentance.



2 PETER 3:10-13

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief;

on that day the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and 
the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. 11 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this 
way, it is clear what sort of people you should be 
in holy conduct and godliness 12 as you wait for 
the day of God and hasten its coming. Because of 
that day, the heavens will be dissolved with fire 
and the elements will melt with heat. 13 But based 
on his promise, we wait for new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness dwells.



2 PETER 3:12-13
The heavens will be dissolved with fire and the elements will

 melt with heat. 13 But based on his promise, we wait for

 new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.

2 PETER 1:3-4
3 His divine power has given us everything required for life 

and godliness through the knowledge of him who called us 

by his own glory and goodness. 4 By these he has given us 

very great and precious promises, so that through them 

you may share in the divine nature, escaping the corruption 

that is in the world because of evil desire…



2 PETER 3:14-18
14 Therefore, dear friends, while you wait for these 
things, make every effort to be found without spot or 
blemish in his sight, at peace. 15 Also, regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our dear 
brother Paul has written to you according to the 
wisdom given to him. 16 He speaks about these 
things in all his letters. There are some things hard to 
understand in them. The untaught and unstable will 
twist them to their own destruction, as they also do 
with the rest of the Scriptures.
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in 
advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led 
away by the error of lawless people and fall from 
your own stable position. 18 But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
To him be the glory both now and to the day of 
eternity.




